
 

Jan 27th, 2017 NEWSLETTER  

 
M.G. International Transports GmbH  ·  D-57072 Siegen  ·  Koblenzer Str. 40 

Telefon +49 271 4093-0  ·  Telefax +49 271 4093-21 
E-Mail: mgit@mgit.de   ·  www.mgint.de 

 

 

Dear Clients, Partners and Friends,  

we are pleased to update you on the current situation in Iraq as follows: 
 
1. Latest News 
►Law implemented for the 

protection of local 

production in Iraq 

Since 24-JAN-2017 the 
protection-of-local- 
products-law has been 
officially implemented. In 
order to protect local 
producing industry certain 
products have become 
subject to punitive duties. 
Based on this law the 
customs have prepared a 
list of products with the 
related HS codes.  Each 
product item in all shipping 
documents will be reviewed 
against this list whether 
punitive duties apply or not. 
As per new law all 
companies are obliged to 
indicate the HS codes of 
each product item on all 
their documents (i.e. 
commercial invoice, 
packing list and certificate 
of origin). The local 
Protection Fine will also 
apply even if the commodity 

normally is exempted from 
any duties and taxes. We 
expect more clarification 
from the Iraqi side within the 
next couple of days.  
 

►Update on the 

Cancellation of Duty and 

Tax Exemption Letters from 

2016 

With immediate effect from 
26-JAN-2017 General 
Customs has ceased 
customs procedures for all 
shipments with valid Duty 
and Tax Exemption Letters 
dated 2016 . Shipments will 
be kept at central and 
southern Iraqi Ports until 
further notice. The affected 
parties need to apply for a 
renewal of those exemptions 
for the year 2017 before 
the related shipments can 
be released for further 
customs procedures again.  
Additional charges might 
occur at Iraqi ports till the 
final release of the 

shipments. For more 
detailed information please 
contact our team. 
 
►Update on Battle for 
Mosul 
Iraq has announced that the 
Eastern Mosul has been 
liberated since this week. 
The eastside of the Tigris 
River is now under control 
of the Iraqi Army. We still 
expect that road blocks and 
limitation in the road 
transport in the greater 
Mosul area could be imple-
mented on short notice by 
the Iraqi Authorities.  
 
2. Security Situation 
Iraq 
The security situation is 
stable and the roads 
between KRG and Central 
Iraq as well as Southern 
Iraq are currently free of 
obstacles. As per now and 
after intensive security 
checks – sending shipments 
to Airports and Seaports is 
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generally possible. 
However, the battle for 
Mosul might still affect 
cargo movements 
temporarily due to military 
movements. 
 
3. Border situation 
Turkish/Iraqi border 
The security situation is 
stable. The border gates are 
permanently open. The 
current waiting time ex 
Turkey towards Iraq and ex 
Iraq towards Turkey is 2-3 
days. The Battle for Mosul 
has not affected the traffic 
till now. 
 
Jordanian/Iraqi border 
Still awaiting the border to 
be reopened for cargo 
movements. Once there is 
an improvement or 
development on the border 
situation, we will provide a 
detailed update. 
 
4. Airfreight 
Erbil/Sulaymaniyah Airport 
Both Airports’ operations 
are running smoothly as 

usual. No obstacles are 
registered. The Battle for 
Mosul has not affected the 
flight traffic till now. 
 
Baghdad/Basrah Airport 
Both Airports’ operations 
are running smoothly as 
usual. No obstacles are 
registered. The Battle for 
Mosul has not affected the 
flight traffic till now. 
 
5. Oceanfreight 
Umm Qassr/Khor Al  
Zubair Seaport 
Port operations are running 
smoothly as usual. No 
obstacles are registered. 
 
Mersin/Iskenderun seaport 
Port operations are running 
smoothly as usual. No 
obstacles are registered. 
 
6. Overland Transport 
RoRo Ferry Trieste-Mersin 
and Route via Balkan 
Cargo movements via 
Trieste-Mersin RoRo Ferry 
are still severely impacted 
by bad weather conditions 

at Trieste Port. The RoRo 
ferries around Trieste Port 
are still berthing delayed 
due to the on-going stormy 
weather but it is improving. 
The situation for the land 
route via Austria, Serbia 
and Bulgaria is also 
improving slowly. The road 
situation is getting better. 
The waiting queues are 
getting shorter. It is 
expected that the conditions 
get better over the weekend. 
Please still consider delays 
of a few days for shipments 
which are currently on the 
way. 
 
Thank you for your 
attention.  
Yours sincerely, 
M.G. International 
Transports GmbH 
 
Disclaimer:  
All rights reserved, it is not allowed to 
copy or make use of part or the 
information without our written approval. 
The information in this publication are 
based on today’s information and are 
subject to change without notice. Details 
are given without responsibility. 

 


