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Dear Clients, Partners and Friends,  
we are pleased to update you on the current situation in Iraq as follows: 
 
1. Latest News 
►Battle for Mosul 
On 17th October the Iraqi 
Prime Minster Mr. Haydar Al-
Abadi announced that the 
battle for Mosul started. The 
operation is running by the 
Iraqi army forces in 
cooperation with the Kurdish 
regional government’s military 
forces “Peshmerga”. Several 
countries are assisting with air 
strikes. The Iraqi army is 
operating with approx. 15000 
to 25000 soldiers in the south 
and south-east of Mosul. The 
Peshmerga army is operating 
with approx. 4000-5000 
soldiers in the north and north-
east of Mosul. Many villages 
around Mosul city have 
already been recaptured by 
the Anti-IS alliance. The fights 
are ongoing. The operation is 
expected to take at least a few 
weeks. We expect that road 
blocks and limitation in the 
road transport in the greater 
Mosul area could be imple-
mented on short notice by the 
Iraqi Authorities.  
 
 

►Al-Safra customs replaces 
Abo Ghraib customs 
On our Newsletter dtd. 04th 
March we had reported that a 
new regulation concerning 
Iraqi imports via KRG border 
points has been implemented. 
The Iraqi customs authorities 
had started to check at Al-
Safra checkpoint if the import 
duties and taxes have been 
paid at KRG entry points as 
per Iraq customs tariff or not. 
If not  trucks have been 
redirected to Abo Ghraib 
customs near Baghdad. This 
procedure was applicable till 
mid of October. Since mid of 
October Al-Safra checkpoint 
has been extended to a 
customs point and has now 
become “Al-Safra customs”. It 
has replaced Abo Ghraib 
customs. Imports via KRG with 
final destination central- and 
southern Iraq will be checked 
and customs cleared at Al-
Safra customs directly. 
Afterwards cargo can be 
delivered to consignee within 
Iraq. For further details please 
be so kind as to contact our 
projects team. 
 

►New regulation: Baghdad 
entry- and transit permission 
On our Newsletter dtd. 22nd 
August we had reported that 
for deliveries to plants, stations 
and oil fields any cargo needs 
to be accompanied by a 
security permission which has 
been issued by the security 
department of the destination 
province. Now there is a new 
security regulation in place 
which says that any truck 
entering Province Baghdad for 
delivery or passing Province 
Baghdad in transit towards 
north or south needs to have a 
security permission issued by 
Baghdad command operation. 
Otherwise the truck will be 
kept at Baghdad checkpoint 
till such a permission is 
available.  For further details 
please be so kind as to 
contact our projects team. 
 
►Arbaeeniyah road  
blockades 
Arbaeeniyah Day is expected 
to be the 24th November. The 
road blockades for lorries and 
trucks around Baghdad,  
Najaf and Kerbala area are 
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expected between 19th - 26th 
November.  
Detailed information will 
follow once officially 
announced by the authorities. 
 
►Upcoming Holidays  
24th Nov- Zeyarah 
Arbaeeniyah 
 
2. Security Situation 
The security situation is 
stable. The roads between 
KRG and Central Iraq as well 
as Southern Iraq are currently 
free of obstacles. As per now 
and after intensive security 
checks – sending shipments 
to Airports and Seaports is 
still possible. 
However, the battle for Mosul 
might affect cargo move-
ments temporarily due to 
military movements.  
 
3. Border situation 
Turkish / Iraqi border 
The security situation is 
stable. The border gates are 
permanently open. The 
current waiting time ex 
Turkey towards Iraq and ex 

Iraq towards Turkey is 3-5 
days. The Battle for Mosul 
has not affected the traffic till 
now. 
 
Jordanian/Iraqi border 
Still no improvement or 
development on the security 
situation, therefore we still do 
not offer transports crossing 
this route until further notice.  
 
4. Airfreight 
Erbil & Sulaymaniyah Airport 
Both Airports’ operations are 
running smoothly as usual. 
No obstacles are registered. 
The Battle for Mosul has not 
affected the flight traffic till 
now. 
 
Baghdad International  
Airport (BIAP) and Basrah  
Airport 
Both Airports’ operations are 
running smoothly as usual. 
No obstacles are registered. 
The Battle for Mosul has not 
affected the flight traffic till 
now. 
 

5. Umm Qassr/Khor Al  
Zubair ports 
Port operations are running 
smoothly as usual. No 
obstacles are registered. 
 
6. Mersin/Iskenderun seaport 
Port operations are running 
smoothly as usual. No 
obstacles are registered. 
 
7. Overland Transport 
Cargo movements towards 
Iraq via southeast Europe as 
well as via Trieste-Mersin 
Ferry are running well. No 
obstacles are registered. 
 

Thank you for your attention.  
Yours sincerely, 
M.G. International Transports 
GmbH 
 
 
 
Disclaimer:  
All rights reserved, it is not allowed to 
copy or make use of part or the 
information without our written approval. 
The information in this publication are 
based on today’s information and are 
subject to change without notice. Details 
are given without responsibility.

 


